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SUBJECT: PENTECOSTALISTS AND ARMENIAN EAMILY 

REF: STATE 217756 

1. EMBOFE, SPEAKING IN NAME OF AMBASSADOR, READ STATE- 
MENT AS REVISED REETEL, TO PENTECOSTALISTS AND MRS. 

OVSEPYAN EVENING OF AUGUST 26. THEIR REACTION WAS 
UNANIMOUS, PROMPT AND EMOTIONAL: THEY SAID THEY WOULD HAVE 
TO BE DRAGGED EROM EMBASSY, THAT A TERRIBLE LATE- WHICH 
NEITHER AMBASSADOR NOR EMBASSY UNDERSTOOD-AWAITED THEM 
OUTSIDE, THAT THEY WOULD PREEER TO DIE EROM STARVATION 
RATHER THAN SURRENDER THEMSELVES TO SOVIET AUTHORITIES. 

EMBOEE DID NOT ARGUE WITH THEM, BUT REPEATED THAT HE HAD 
READ THEM AN OEEICIAL STATEMENT EROM THE AMBASSADOR. THEY 
ASKED THAT THEIR RESPONSE BE CONVEYED TO AMBASSADOR, WHICH 
EMBOEE UNDERTOOK TO DO. 

2. COMMENT: WITH PASSAGE OE TIME, RESOLVE OF PENTECOSTALIS 
TO STAY IN EMBASSY SEEMS TO HAVE STRENGTHENED. THIS PROB- 
ABLY STEMS IN LARGE PART PROM THEIR PERCEPTION, THROUGH 
THEIR CONVERSATIONS WITH RESIDENT U.S. JOURNALISTS AND 
OTHER VISITORS TO CONSULAR LOBBY, THAT THEIR POSITION 
ENJOYS STRONG SUPPORT IN THE WEST. MRS. OVSEPYAN, WHO 
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IS EMOTIONAL AS WELL AS STUBBORN, NOW SEEMS EVEN MORE 
CONVINCED THAT SHE HAS NO ALTERNATIVE BUT TO STAY IN 
THE EMBASSY AND HOPE POR THE BEST. WE PRANKLY DOUBT THAT 
ANY APPEAL TO REASON WILL PERSUADE THEM TO LEAVE IN THE 
PORESEEABLE PUTURE. WE WILL PONDER WHAT PURTHER STEPS 
MIGHT BE TAKEN TO RESOLVE THIS DIPPICULT CASE, AND TRUST 
DEPARTMENT WILL DO SAME. TOON 
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